
How to Complete an AlternateHow to Complete an Alternate
Erosion and Sediment Control PlanErosion and Sediment Control Plan
for a Building Permitfor a Building Permit

Effective January 18th 2005, building permits for
Principal and Accessory Structures within the
unincorporated areas of Scott County require an
approved Alternate ESC Plan and an
ESC/Landscaping escrow account.

An ESC Plan and escrow is not required for repair
and maintenance permits such as roofing, windows,
sundecks, etc.

This guidance document is provided to assist an
applicant in the process to complete an ESC plan.
The County may request additional information to
complete the review. In all cases, this guide does
not replace the County Ordinance requirements.

Carey Mattison, 952-492-5420
Scott County Soil & Water Division

January 2007



Step #1- Find available information for the project site

Free aerial photography, contours and
drainage pattern information is
available on the GIS Quick Map Tool on
the Scott County Website at
www.co.scott.mn.us

Property Surveys and PlatsProperty Surveys and Plats

Development Engineering DrawingsDevelopment Engineering Drawings

The permit application requires that you provide some
specific information about the project site. You may need
to research several sources to find the information.

County GIS MapsCounty GIS Maps

Contact the Developer or Project Engineer for copies of
the engineering drawings.
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Step #2 - Create a site plan of the project area.

Make sure the plan shows the:

� Project Address and Lot Block information.

� Property Lines and Easements

� Existing surface features such as roads,
trees and other buildings in the area.

� Identify all utility information such as
culverts, drain tiles, gas and electric lines.

� Identify all other site features that may be
impacted by the project.

Using the information obtained in Step #1, create a project siteUsing the information obtained in Step #1, create a project site plan. The plan must beplan. The plan must be
legible. (At least 1legible. (At least 1””=50=50’’ scale on 11scale on 11”” x 17x 17”” paper is recommended)paper is recommended)

Project Site PlanProject Site Plan
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Step #3 - Add drainage information onto the site plan.

Add this information to the site plan:

� Identify drainage features such as ponds,
wetlands, infiltration areas, ditches and
drainage ways.

� Identify all steep slopes, ravines and top
of bluffs.

� Show delineated wetlands.

� List the normal water level and the 100-
year flood elevation of wetlands, flood
plains and water bodies. Identify
landlocked or poorly draining areas, if any.

� Draw flow arrows wherever water flows
onto, across and off of the project site.

Project Site Plan with drainage informationProject Site Plan with drainage information
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Step #4 - Add the new construction onto the site plan.
Accurately draw everything to be built:

� New driveway and building locations. List the
building floor elevations. Indicate the
lowest floor elevations of the proposed
structure

� Show the locations and elevations of all
proposed (or future) accessory structures
such as walls, pools and sheds. Indicate the
lowest floor elevations of the proposed
structure

� Draw slope arrows to show the site grading
and drainage patterns.

� Identify ditch grades and culvert information.

� Show special grading needed to coordinate
drainage and elevations with adjacent
properties.

� Show all new culverts, ditches and drainage
facilities such as ponds or infiltration areas.

� Show ISTS and well locations.

Project Site Plan with new construction
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Step #5 - Add the ESC measures onto the site plan.
In addition to identifying property, site, and drainage
information as indicated in Steps 2, 3, & 4 above, the
following information must be drawn onto the site
plan prior to approval:

� North arrow, Drawing Scale, and Legend
� Draw a dashed construction limit line along the outside

boundary of all areas that will be disturbed by construction.
Include the driveway, building pad and other graded areas,
borrow sites and stockpile locations.

� Label Stockpile Locations
� Label “Do Not Disturb” on areas outside of the construction

limit line.
� Show perimeter BMPs at the downhill edge of land

disturbances and stockpiles. (Install on uphill side of filter
strips and infiltration areas)

� Show temporary rock entrances.
� Add rip rap at culvert outlets (including driveway culverts)
� Inlet controls such as rock logs, biologs, silt fence etc.

(including driveway culvert inlets)
� Show ditch bottoms stabilization (i.e. erosion control

blankets, ditch checks, etc.)
� Show an undisturbed grass filter strip (at least 25-ft wide)

along the edges of wetlands and watercourses.
� Identify areas and methods of temporary or permanent soil

stabilization such as seed and straw mulch, hydroseed, sod,
etc.

� Indicate Designated Concrete Washout Areas and methods
of containing washed material on site such as silt fence or
equivalent.

� Identify all trees to be “Saved” or “Removed”.

Failure to provide requested information as outline on this checklist may
result in the delay of your permit application.

Alternate Erosion and Sediment
Control Plan

Instructions on how to install Best Management Practices (BMPs) are given
on the MN Pollution Control Agency website:

http://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/stormwater/stormwater-manual.html
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Step #6 - Complete the Alternate ESC Form
� Read all of the Alternate Erosion & Sediment

Control Plan Notes.

� Fill in the project information at the top. Be
sure to include the name and phone numbers
for the project contact person.

� Staple the notes to the completed Alternate
Erosion & Sediment Control Plan.

� Submit (2) copies of the plan and notes to
Scott County for review with your Building
Permit application.

An NPDES Construction Permit is required if
your project disturbs more than 1-acre of land
or disturbs less than 1-acre but is within a
common plan of development or sale that is
more than 1-acre.

A Reminder from the:

See more information at:
www.pca.state.mn.us/water/stormwater/stormwater-c.html
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Step #7 – Sign the ESC Escrow Agreement
1. Sign the agreement and establish the escrow when the permit is picked up. The applicant is

responsible to inform the owners and all other interested parties of the agreement.

2. The ESC inspections will start when the land disturbance begins and will end when the site
reaches final stabilization.

Revised 1/2007


